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This number of Spiritan Horizons is dedicated to Fr. Bernard Kelly,
C.S.Sp., Ph.D. who just retired as interim director of the Center for
Spiritan Studies.
Originally of the Province of Ireland, Fr. Kelly was ordained priest in
1962. His first mission was teaching French at Neil McNeil High School
and systematic theology at St. Augustine’s Seminary, Toronto, Canada
(1962-69). He then went to the Institut Catholique, Paris, where he
researched spiritual theology, successfully defending his doctoral thesis, The
Fr. Bernard Kelly, C.S.Sp. Second Conversion of Francis Libermann, in 1978. He became the director
of the pre-novitiate community in Toronto (1976-80), moonlighting as professor of theology at St.
Joseph’s College, University of Alberta. 1980 saw him taking up mission in Aitape diocese, Papua
New Guinea, but his confreres quickly elected him Provincial of the Province of Transcanada (198190). Following a sabbatical year at EAPI Manila (Philippines), the congregation called upon him
as general councilor and First Assistant to the Superior General in Rome (1992-98). Thereafter,
houses of formation to the ends of the earth called upon his expertise and holy wisdom, making him
director of novices in Mauritius (1999-2000), director of novices in Haiti (2000-2001), assistant
director of theologians at the Spiritan Theologate in Chicago (2002-2005), director of the Formation
Community in Ottawa, Canada (2005-2008), assistant director of novices, Spiritan Novitiate in
Chicago for U.S., Canada, the Caribbean and Haiti (2008-2009). Ever the willing apostle, he took
up the post of interim director of the Center for Spiritan Studies, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh
(2009-2012). After celebrating the Golden Jubilee of priestly ordination on July 22, he retired to the
desert for a sabbatical year at Redemptorist Renewal Center, Tucson, Arizona. We are all indebted to
him. Ad Multos Annos.
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